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This is a big book packed with information, being 
a collection of the contributions to the Sixth American 
Peptide Symposium held in June 1979 at Georgetown 
University, Washington and thus represents ome of 
the latest developments in peptide chemistry. 
It is fitting that a tribute to Vincent du Vigneaud 
(1901-I 978) by K. Hofmann should open the vol- 
ume. This surveys briefly the analytical and synthetic 
work of V. du V. on insulin, glutathione, the sulphur 
containing amino acids including the methionine and 
its role in methylation, biotin, oxytocin and vasopres- 
sin. He received the Nobel prize in chemistry in 1955. 
This is followed by the Second Alan E. Pierce Award 
Lecture by R. B. Merrifield on Solid Phase Peptide 
Synthesis and provides an excellent account of work 
in this field. The remainder of the volume is divided 
into sections, the first being ‘Modern Techniques of 
Peptide Analysis’, The techniques covered, include 
affinity chromatography, HPLC, isoelectric focusing, 
NMR, countercurrent distribution and the coil planet 
centrifuge. A section on peptide analysis deals with 
their isolation, purification and characterization, 
with papers on X-ray analysis, specific group identifi- 
cation and spectral methods for studying conforma- 
tion. The section on methods of peptide synthesis 
covers methods of activation and coupling, protecting 
groups and polymers and methods used in solid phase 
techniques: racemization is also considered. About 
230 pages are devoted to reports on the synthesis of 
a wide range of biologically active peptides (including 
insulin!). 
There are also sections dealing with peptide recep- 
tors, anti-tumour and chemotactically active peptides, 
peptides in immunology and reproductive physiology 
and those affecting the central nervous system. There 
are 3 papers on recombinant DNA and access to pep- 
tides of physiological significance - a section which 
will surely expand at the next symposium. 
The editors and publishers are to be congratulated 
in putting together in such a short time 199 contribu- 
tions, mostly multi-authored by workers from many 
countries. There are 7 pages listing abbreviations used 
in the text (including Sue for succinic, FA for for- 
mamide, and Val for (wait for it !) valinomycin) and 
the time has surely arrived when this pernicious habit 
of using a non-identifiable form of shorthand should 
be curtailed. It would certainly aid the reader and at 
the same time make editing somewhat easier. 
The book has been well produced and is complete 
with author and subject indexes. It is liberally sprin- 
kled with drawings, graphs and formulae. References 
with each contribution make it easy for the reader to 
trace the most recent developments of any given 
topic. The book has been carefully edited and proof- 
read and this reviewer found only a few minor typo- 
graphical errors. It can be recommended unreservedly 
both for the individual who can afford it and for 
science library shelves where it is unlikely to remain 
for long undisturbed because of its range of appeal to 
workers in many fields. 
A. Darbre 
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